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European Day of Languages

September 26 has been declared European Day of Languages by the
Council of Europe with the support of the European Union on 6
December 2001, which has been declared the European Year of
Languages. The purpose of the holiday is to promote the study of
foreign languages in Europe.



The objectives of the European Day of Languages are similar to those of
the 2001 campaign:

• Celebrating linguistic diversity in Europe, the plurilingualism of its
citizens and lifelong language learning;



• Improving awareness of Europe’s linguistic heritage and promoting its
rich diversity by encouraging openness to different languages and
cultures;



• Motivating European citizens to develop plurilingualism (the ability to 
use different languages, to whatever standard) to achieve a degree of 
proficiency in a number of languages, including those less widely used 
or taught;



• Encouraging and supporting lifelong language learning for personal
development.



There are about 225 indigenous languages in
Europe – roughly 3% of the world's total. Most of
the European languages are of Indo-European
origin.

Counting only native speakers, approximately 150
million Europeans speak Russian on a daily basis,
followed by German (approx. 95 mil.), Turkish
(approx. 80 mil.), English and French (each by 65
mil.), Italian (by 60 mil.), Spanish and Polish (40
mil. each), Ukrainian (30 mil.) and Romanian (26
mil.).

The Bulgarian language is spoken by about 7
million in Bulgaria alone.



In terms of language learning, English is
the number one language learner in
Europe, followed by German, French,
Italian, Russian and Spanish.



The English language is an Indo-European language in
the West Germanic language group. As of 2020 there
are 1.27 billion English speakers around the world.
This makes it the most spoken language, ahead of
Mandarin Chinese (1.12 billion speakers) and Hindi
(637 million speakers). More than 50 countries
officially list English as an official language.



German is a West Germanic language mainly spoken in
Central Europe. It is the most widely spoken and official or
co-official language in Germany, Austria, Switzerland,
Liechtenstein, and the Italian province of South Tyrol. It is
also a co-official language of Luxembourg and Belgium, as
well as a national language in Namibia. German is the
second most widely spoken Germanic language after
English.



French is a Romance language of the Indo-European
family. French is an official language in 29 countries
across multiple continents, most of which are
members of the Organisation internationale de la
Francophonie (OIF), the community of 84 countries
which share the official use or teaching of French.
French is also one of six official languages used in the
United Nations.



Italian is a Romance language of the Indo-European
language family. Italian is an official language in Italy,
Switzerland (Ticino and the Grisons), San Marino, and
Vatican City. It has an official minority status in
western Istria (Croatia and Slovenia).



Russian is an East Slavic language native to the
Russians in Eastern Europe. It is a part of the Indo-
European language family, and is one of four living
East Slavic languages, and also part of the larger
Balto-Slavic branch. Russian is an official language
in Russia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyzstan.

Russian has over 258 million total speakers
worldwide, and is the most spoken Slavic
language, the most spoken native language in
Europe, as well as the most geographically
widespread language of Eurasia.



Spanish is a global language with nearly 500
million native speakers, mainly in Spain and
the Americas. It is the world's second-most
spoken native language after Mandarin
Chinese, and the world's fourth-most spoken
language overall after English, Mandarin
Chinese, and Hindi.



Language is a key to open the door to the 
world

Travelling is the best door to the world. It’s
better to see one time, than to hear many
times. If we know more foreign languages,
our distances of travelling will be bigger.

Languages aren’t things of fashion. It’s not
good if we say popular phrases. We have
to learn most useful and most popular
languages and go to the world with the
help of them.



Thank you for your attention!


